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prepared, and the doctrine is but the overt utterance
of the sentiments which are seeking for expression.
The only explanation that we can give of such events
is the social explanation. There are periods, that is
in history, when the old order is out of joint; when
society has outgrown the institutions which were
adequate at a previous stage, and when, therefore,
the beliefs associated with them become oppressive,
and can no longer pass without challenge ; when
different races and nations have been brought into
collision or combination, and crushed together into
new forms by conquest and commerce; when, there-
fore, the several creeds are no longer supported by the
patriotism which has ceased to have a meaning;
when a vast amalgam of different faiths and modes
of life has been formed out of many heterogeneous
elements; and thus a need is created for some
wider and more comprehensive system of belief corre-
sponding to the general needs of society. In that
case the influence of the philosopher may be of some
importance, because he can do something towards
suggesting the most workable compromise, and of
exposing superstitions which have lost their old
support, and the instinctive loyalty of their adherents.
Even then his voice will not be predominant. The
creed will survive which is most suited to the state of
the average intellect; it will include a large element